Clarifying the UKCC's position in relation to higher level practice.
The UKCC is currently consulting on its proposals to recognize and regulate a higher level of practice (UKCC, 1998a). These proposals follow the work undertaken by the UKCC from 1996-1998 on advanced and specialist practice and seek to build on the current postregistration education and practice (PREP) framework (UKCC, 1994). This article outlines the background to the consultation and puts the proposals into context. It is hoped that it will encourage practitioners to respond to the consultation, as the UKCC is very keen to hear the views of specialist nurses, midwives and health visitors. Copies of the UKCC's consultation document are available from Katrina Neal, Professional Officer (0171 333 6542) and are also available on our web site (http:/(/)www.ukcc.org.uk.). Responses should reach Sarah Waller, Director of Standards Promotion at the UKCC, by 20 October 1998.